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aged, but timber should be 


_ managed just like a crop.” 


A color brochure for Pope & 
Talbot's TAP program lists 
“positive benefits” from tim 
ber management, inonldind 


„improving the vigor and 
growth of the trees that are 
left, dramatically increasing 
forage, increasing the amount | 


of water for other uses and an 
immediate source of cash in- 


come. 

Pope & Talbot will selective- 
ly cut in southeastern Mon- 
tana, Rarick said. “We don't 


clear out the entire timber 


stand, but thin trees whose 
growth has peaked. We will 
leave seed trees.” 

Rarick said, “The lumber 
market has been excellent in 
the last year,” but cautioned, 
“right now the market is at 
the top of a cycle. The only 
way to go is down.” __ 

Rarick said that “Pope & 


r Talbot hopes to supplement its 


-ogging pecans 


‘Hills National Forest timber — 


r ee tie 


timb er supply in southeastern 
Montana only as long as it is 
economically feasible. Our fu- 
ture in southeastern Montana 
depends heavily on the allowa- 
ble cut on the Black Hills 
National Forest and the eco- 
nomics of transporting logs, 
and future stumpage rates in 
Montana.” 

Corbin Newman, a Black 


manager, agrees with mill op- 
erators that his: forest “isn't 
meeting the demand from the 
industry. The amount under 
contract is being depleted by 
cutting because of 18 „months 
of accelerated demand: 

Newman said demand ex- 
ceeds what the forest is offer- 
ing, pe Ne sales. “In 


a 


fiscal year 1987, for instance, 
we offered 128 mbf for sale 
and 154 mbf was cut in our 
forest,” Newman said. 

In Wyoming' s Big Horn Na- 
tional Forest, another big 
source of timber for the re- 
gion, sales have declined about 
10 percent during the pasty. 
three years. 

Frank Gladies of the Rapid 
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S concerned about timb 


City, S.D., based Intermoun- 
tain Forest Industry Associa- 
tion, said “Demand for timber 
in the United States is as high 
as it has ever been.” 

Many mills plan to log pri- 
vate stands in southeastern 


Montana because the Custer 


